MOHAMMED    AND    CHARLEMAGNE
of Pippin. His father bequeathed to him his Italian policy; that is
to say, his Lombard and his Roman policy. He ascended the throne
October idth (768) with the title of patrician, like his brother
Carloman. It was only after Carloman's death that he' was really
able to take action (December 771).
The King of the Lombards, Didier, still cherished the ambition
of becoming the master of Rome. In January 773 Pope Adrian
had to appeal to Charlemagne for assistance against Didier. Charle-
magne immediately marched into Italy, and while his army laid
siege to Pavia, where Didier was blockaded, he proceeded to
Rome, in order to be present at the Easter festival (774). On this
occasion he intervened as the great benefactor of the Holy See.
He not only renewed, but enormously increased, the donations
made to the Pope by his father, to the point of including among
them the duchies of Spoleto and Benevento as well as Venetia and
Istria.1 Then, returning to Pavia, which, with Didier, surrendered
in June 774, he himself assumed the tide of King of the Lombards.
Hitherto he had been content to call himself Carolus, gratia Dei,
rex Francorum vir inluster. His tide was now: Rex Francorum et
Longobardorum atquepatricws Romanorutn*
This innovation makes it clear that for him his Roman patriciate—
though this was certainly not what the Pope would have wished—
was of secondary importance to his Lombard monarchy. The King
of the Franks had become an Italian potentate. His power, which
had its origin in Germanic Austrasia, was extended to the Mediter-
ranean. But he did not settle in Rome; he did not become a
Mediterranean; he remained a Northerner, Italy and the Papacy
henceforth gravitated in his orbit. He left the Lombard kingdom a
certain autonomy, but he sent Prankish counts thither, and he dis-
tributed some of its domains among the great churches of Francia.
As for the Pope, he naturally tried to regard this patrician, who
after all had received his power from Stephen II at Quiersy, as
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